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IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER
This document has been obtained from DAFWA’s research library website
(researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au) which hosts DAFWA’s archival research publications. Although
reasonable care was taken to make the information in the document accurate at the time it was first
published, DAFWA does not make any representations or warranties about its accuracy, reliability,
currency, completeness or suitability for any particular purpose. It may be out of date, inaccurate or
misleading or conflict with current laws, polices or practices. DAFWA has not reviewed or revised the
information before making the document available from its research library website. Before using the
information, you should carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for your
purposes. We recommend you also search for more recent information on DAFWA’s research library
website, DAFWA’s main website (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au) and other appropriate websites and
sources.
Information in, or referred to in, documents on DAFWA’s research library website is not tailored to the
circumstances of individual farms, people or businesses, and does not constitute legal, business,
scientific, agricultural or farm management advice. We recommend before making any significant
decisions, you obtain advice from appropriate professionals who have taken into account your individual
circumstances and objectives.
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western
Australia and their employees and agents (collectively and individually referred to below as DAFWA)
accept no liability whatsoever, by reason of negligence or otherwise, arising from any use or release of
information in, or referred to in, this document, or any error, inaccuracy or omission in the information.
PULLORUM TESTED POULTRY FLOCKS, 1964 
PULLORUM disease has been v i r tua l ly el iminated from breeding and hatchery poultry 
flocks in Western Austra l ia by the annual blood-testing of all birds and the destruction 
of reactors. 
Only 224 reactors were found in a total 
of 174,891 birds tested this season—an 
incidence of infection of only 0.13 per 
cent. 
Adult hens which seem to be perfectly 
healthy may be carriers of the pullorum 
germ and may lay a proportion of infected 
eggs. Chicks hatched from such eggs can 
spread the infection throughout the in-
cubator and cause many deaths among 
young chicks during the first few days 
after hatching. 
A rapid and simple method of blood-
testing has been evolved to aid in the 
detection of carriers. Until 1954 most lead-
ing hatcherymen voluntarily submitted 
their flocks to this test; this led to a 
marked reduction in the incidence of the 
disease. 
Early in 1955, an amendment to the 
Stock Diseases Act made blood-testing 
compulsory for all commercial breeding 
and hatchery flocks. It was required that 
the incidence of infection determined by 
Table 1.—Pullorum tests, 1948 to 1964 
Year 
Birds 
tested, 
including 
re-tests 
Reactors Percent-
age 
Cases of 
Pullorum 
diagnosed 
at labor-
atory 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
51,953 
49.901 
66,062 
81,216 
100,000 
108,452 
118,776 
119,304 
128,401 
135,990 
121,222 
122,369 
129,336 
130,867 
150,800 
170,474 
174,891 
2,821 
2,839 
3,956 
2,737 
2,535 
1.474 
922 
418 
1,042 
305 
215 
226 
244 
189 
197 
222 
224 
5-43 
5-65 
5-95 
3-37 
2-53 
1 36 
0-77 
0-35 
0 81 
0-22 
018 
0-18 
019 
014 
0-13 
0-13 
013 
51 
62 
34 
23 
6 
2 
the last test before the start of hatching 
must be less than 2 per cent. 
Details of the tests from 1948 to 1964 
are given in Table 1. 
Tested Flocks 
This year's test showed an average re-
action of only 0.13 per cent., the same as 
the 1963 figure. 
Only 224 reactors were found in 174,891 
birds tested and 23 of the 53 flocks tested 
were free of reactors at the first test. 
No flocks were retested as all gave a 
reaction of less than 2 per cent, at the 
first test. 
Table 2.—Types of birds pullorum tested 
BREEDING STOCK 
(a) Estimate for Egg-Type Chickens. 
Australorp 
Wh i te Leghorn 
New Hampshires 
Rhode Island Red 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds 
Various Breeds 
80,072 
16,983 
1,672 
3,156 
6,008 
197 
108,088 
(b) Estimate for Meat-Type Chickens. 
Meat Breeds 50,175 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds 2,579 
Australorp 2,409 
Light Sussex 92 
Various Breeds 643 
(c) Turkeys ... 
55,898 
130 
UNMATED STOCK 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds 10,905 
Grand Total 174,891 
583 
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TABLE 3.—PULLORUM TEST RESULTS—YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1964 
Name and Address 
Adams,W. T., Bullsbrook 
Angel, L. T., Mt. Helena 
Barker, G.,Widgee Road, Morley Park 
Bell, C. J., Newburn Road, Maida Vale 
Bell, N. A., Abernethy Road, Cloverdale 
Bloomfield, H. C , Northam 
Braham, F., Cameron Street, Canning Vale 
Catherall, W. H. & G. E. F., Taylor Street, Maida Vale 
Chalmers, F. E., Acanthus Road, River-ton 
Cole, B., Division Street, Welshpool 
Conlon, T., Troy Street, Bassendean 
Cook, W. A., Welshpool Road, Welshpool 
Cooper, T., Katanning 
Collins, H., Berkshire Road, Forrestfield 
Dabeistein, E. T., Ypres Road, Kelmscott 
Davey, A. G., Mundijong 
Davey, A. E. & J., Eleventh Road, Armadale 
Diamond Farm, Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Fawkes, M. & Son, Wyatt Road, Bayswater 
Fenton, R., Jandakot 
Gilmour, D. & 1. M., Gosnells 
Gorezyorie, S., Belmont Avenue, Belmont 
Gray, M. R., Great Eastern Highway, Mundaring .... 
Hakesley, J. H., Gordon Street, Morley Park 
Hampton, A., Scott Street, Belmont 
Hawkins, E. W. J., Alcock Street, Maddington 
Heggie, L, Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Hickson, R. H., Amherst Road, Swan View 
Hoult, D. G., Kalamunda Road, Maida Vale 
Hunter Bros., Oats Street, Kewdale 
Kulman, R„ Green mount 
Lawrence, Berwick Street, South Perth 
McAuliffe, K., Katanning 
McGregor, Uranium Street, Kewdale 
Miles, R., Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Mulvra Hatchery, Frederick Street, Belmont 
Muresk Agricultural College, Muresk 
Oughton, A. W., Maida Vale Road, Forrestfield .... 
Pitman, K. G., Caversham 
Porter, L., Kings Way Road, Wanneroo 
Porter, S. L, Narrogin 
Price, E., Naval Base 
Robeson, J. G., William Street, Armadale 
Reid, J. G., Widgee Road, Morley Park 
Royards, W., Wanneroo Road, Wanneroo 
Scudds, J., Fitzgerald Street, Beechboro 
Singleton, E., Jandakot 
Spackman, R. J., Keymer Street, Belmont 
Warr, R.. Maida Vale 
Webb, A. S., Maida Vale 
Weir, R., Forrestfield 
Woodard, H., Hughes Street, Canning Vale 
Yates, A., Fulham Street, Cloverdale 
Breeds 
A.WL 
A.WL 
A.WL, M 
M 
A.WL, RIR 
A.WL 
M 
A, WL 
A, WL, FX, RIR 
WL 
A, WL 
A, WL, FX 
A 
A, WL, RIR, FX, 
A, WL, RIR ... 
M, FX 
A, WL, M, FX 
M 
A, WL, FX 
A, WL 
A, WL, FX 
A, M 
WLA, FX 
A, WL 
A, WL, NHM ... 
A, WL, FX ... 
A, WL 
A, WL 
A, WL, M. 
A, WL 
WL, FX 
WL, RIR, L ... 
A, WL 
A, WL 
A, WL, M 
A, WL 
A, WL, VB 
A, WL, FX 
WL, NH, VB ... 
A 
A, WL, M 
WL 
NH, FX, VB ... 
A, WL, L, RIR, 1 
A, WL 
A, WL, FX ... 
A. WL, FX 
VB 
A, WL, FX ... 
WL. LS, RIR 
A, WL, FX, VB 
A, WL 
A. WL, FX 
Total 
NH, 
=X 
VB 
Total 
Birds 
Tested 
878 
2,932 
4,868 
6,210 
18,617 
490 
1,044 
830 
2,641 
92 
2,068 
2,988 
355 
2,847 
1,701 
2,279 
3,818 
19,706 
6,365 
2,079 
896 
2.789 
3,027 
1,625 
31,334 
2,640 
2,487 
1.257 
7,473 
1,337 
1,647 
51 
139 
1,675 
7,315 
1,019 
1.212 
941 
1,939 
431 
3,981 
443 
49 
2,704 
1,854 
4,444 
1,135 
95 
989 
328 
242 
2.134 
2,451 
174,891 
No. 
Reactors 
2 
7 
28 
I 
4 
6 
3 
2 
7 
17 
24 
1 
I 
3 
36 
14 
2 
6 
5 
10 
3 
3 
2 
6 
14 
7 
"2 
i 
"5 
2 
224 
Percentage 
of 
Reactors 
004 
O i l 
015 
009 
013 
0-21 
012 
009 
018 
009 
0-38 
oi l 
003 
018 
O i l 
0 19 
1-44 
0-36 
0-07 
0-97 
015 
0-69 
0-05 
0-22 
0-75 
016 
0-20 
0-30 
0-23 
0-08 
013 
586 
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This year 174,891 birds were tested—an 
increase of 4,417 birds or 2.6 per cent, on 
last year. It is estimated tha t about 56,000 
of the birds tested were raised solely for 
the production of poultry meat. The 
estimated corresponding figure for last 
year was only 45,000 birds. 
The type of stock tested and subse-
quently mated to produce either egg-type 
or meat-type chickens is shown in Table 2. 
Until June, 1962, all breeding stock was 
tested between January and June each 
year. Since then with the introduction 
of special meat- type chickens and all 
year round hatching, blood-testing is now 
done throughout the year. 
All chicks sold in Western Australia 
must be hatched from eggs produced by 
pullorum tested stock. 
The breeds of poultry in the various 
flocks tested during the year ended June 
30, 1964 are listed in Table 3 and are 
identified by these abbreviations:— 
Australorp, A; White Leghorn, WL; 
W.L. x Aust. Crossbreds, PX; Rhode Island 
Red, RIR; Light Sussex, LS; New Hamp-
shire, NH; Various Breeds, VB; Meat 
Breeds, M; Langshan, L. 
MURESK AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
(Department of Agriculture) 
Parents are reminded that applications for 1966 admission to Muresk Agricultural 
College close on December 31 of this year. A preliminary selection of 1966 entrants 
is made after the Junior results are available early in 1965. 
The successful applicants then continue with Sub-Leaving, or higher studies at 
secondary school in 1965. 
Before the course can be commenced applicants must have studied:— 
Junior.— (a) English; Maths A; Maths B. (b) Physics and Chemistry; (or Science A and Science B). (c) Book-keeping, if possible. (d) Others such as Geography. 
Sub-Leaving.—English; Maths A; Physics; Chemistry and others. 
Some prefer to take Junior Book-keeping in Sub-Leaving. 
Places still exist for 1965 commencement. They are filled in order of application 
during 1964, by qualified applicants. 
Duration of Course.—Two years. 
Fees.—Approximately £200 per annum covering full residential charges. 
Scholarships.—Department of Agriculture (3), the "Countryman", and J. J. 
Poynton Memorial (2). 
Boarding Allowance.—Most Muresk students are eligible for the Education 
Department Boarding Allowance (£50 per annum). 
Pull details of the College are obtainable from the Principal, Muresk Agricultural 
College, Muresk, W i . , or the Department of Agriculture, Jarrah Road, South Perth. 
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APPLE GROWERS 
Here's why it pays to use 
'NEMAGON' *90 
'NEMAGON' 90 controls nematodes. 
If allowed to develop unchecked, 
nematodes infest the roots of plants, 
reducing the supply of nutrients which 
should be carried up to plants to 
ensure adequate growth and fruit pro-
duction. Infestation results in stunted 
growth and unprofitable yields. 
'NEMAGON' 90 is a soil fumigant 
that can be safely used on established 
trees without harm to tree growth or 
production. To produce good yields, 
soil fumigation using 'Nemagon' 90 
is as important as spraying, ferti l ising, 
irrigating and other agricultural prac-
tices. 
'NEMAGON' 90 is effective right 
through the season. One application 
of 'Nemagon' 90 controls nematodes 
all season long — it more than pays 
for itself in greater yields and better 
quality. You can use 'Nemagon' 90 
around existing trees — no need for 
re-planting. 
Application of 'NEMAGON' 90. You 
can apply 'Nemagon' 90 prior to 
planting new trees or to established 
trees showing signs of nematode 
attack. (Die-back of growth, declining 
yields.) 'Nemagon' 90 is an efficient 
and easy to use soil fumigant with no 
harmful effect to trees. 
FOR ALL INFORMATION ABOUT 'NEMAGON' 90 CONTACT 
YOUR SHELL CHEMICAL REPRESENTATIVE OR AGENT 
SCNA24 
*TRADE MARK 
SHELL CHEMICALS 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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